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Since 2001, the FHNW School of Business has offered Interna-
tional Student Projects and this year, Insight China, Focus India, 
connectUS and exploreASEAN will again deliver international, 
interdisciplinary, experiential learning opportunities for stu-
dents and staff from across our university. The projects are 
prime examples of the interdisciplinary approach to education 
promoted at the FHNW and are       supported by the highest 
levels of the School of Business and the University as a whole. 

 

The two-part projects include seminars in Switzerland and 
abroad. Each project delivers a one-week seminar in Switzer-
land open to all final-year students from the Schools of Busi-
ness, Engineering, Life Sciences (plus other FHNW Schools on 
application) as well as international students from our broad 
network of partner universities worldwide. This seminar offers 
the participants an insight into the country or region, the busi-
ness environment and relevant socio-economic and demo-
graphic challenges. Speakers from industries, embassies and 
trade organizations, chambers of commerce as well as FHNW 
lecturers offer the participants a comprehensive seminar. In 
the international phase, each project takes an interdisciplinary 
delegation of between twenty and thirty students and staff to 
travel to their chosen destination. 
 
The two-week programme includes visits to multiple cities and 
focuses on investigating a defined theme through visits to in-
dustry partners, government departments and embassies, so-
cial projects, partner universities and agencies such as cham-
bers of commerce. 
 
The knowledge, networks and experience of the School of 
Business and the industry partners create a supportive learn-
ing environment within which the students can develop and 
excel; delivers theoretical, applied and experiential learning 
opportunities; and reduces expenditure and risk. 
 
As a public institution, the FHNW finances the seminars in 
Switzerland and all costs for lectures and staff fully. However, 
our resources do not allow us to fully finance the additional 
travelling costs for the highly-motivated  

final-year students selected to participate in this once in a life-
time opportunity. This means we rely on the generosity and 
support of our partners to make these projects a reality. 
 
To our knowledge, Insight China, Focus India, connectUS and 
exploreASEAN are unique within Switzerland due to their na-
ture, their organization and in particular the central role played 
by students in defining, organizing and leading the projects. 
Their future success is especially due to the close and support-
ing relationship with the partners. I, and the projects' supervis-
ing lecturers, hope you will look favourably on the students' 
partnership brochure and that you will join in supporting these 
projects in 2020/21. Our student project teams look forward to 
discussing these challenging and educational projects person-
ally with you. 

  
Prof. Michael Jeive 
Coordinator International Student Projects: Insight China, Focus 
India, connectUS and exploreASEAN 
 
 

 
FHNW School of Business joins top 5% of global busi-
ness schools 

 
Delivering on Excellence and the Highest of Standards in 
Business Education  
7/29/2021 9:04:00 AM  

Tampa, Fla., USA (July 29, 2021)— AACSB International (AACSB) an-
nounced today that Beijing Jiaotong University; Brest Business 
School; James Cook University, Singapore; Lucerne University of Ap-
plied Sciences and Arts; Prince Sultan University; School of Business 
Administration, Hitotsubashi University; School of International Cor-
porate Strategy, Hitotsubashi University; Tasmanian School of Busi-

ness and Economics; and the University of Applied Sciences and 
Arts Northwestern Switzerland have earned accreditation in busi-
ness.   

For over 100 years, AACSB accreditation has represented the highest 
standard of quality in business education in the world. As the longest-
serving and largest business education network, AACSB connects life-
long learners, educators, and businesses worldwide. Today, a total of 
910 institutions across 58 countries and territories have earned 
AACSB accreditation in business 

 
  

Welcome 
Partnering the FHNW School of Business International Student Projects 

Doris Leuthard, then 
Federal Councillor, 
opening The Interna-
tional Student Pro-
jects Seminar in  
Switzerland, Febru-
ary 2018 

https://www.aacsb.edu/accreditation/accredited-schools


   

 

   

 

 
Insight China, Focus India, connectUS and exploreASEAN are flagship projects within the bachelor degree programs 
of the FHNW School of Business. These projects are organized by students for students and allow us to apply and 
enhance our skills in our final year of our studies.  
 
We seek partners that are willing to share their experience and knowledge and in return can benefit from the broad 
network that these projects have established since 2001 and the unique experiences gained each year.  
 
As a partner you can enjoy the following benefits: 
 
Access to CVs of delegation and project team members 
You will be granted access to CVs of the delegation members (around 100 students). As the delegation is an exclu-
sive selection of talented students in their final year, you may find the perfect candidate for one of your vacancies 
among them. 
 
Prime access to highly talented and motivated students 
The FHNW teaches more than 12,000 students in four 
cantons (Aargau, Basel-Landschaft, Basel-Stadt and 
Solothurn) on four main campuses.  Through the project 
activities hosted on the campuses you can raise aware-
ness and present your company to potential future em-
ployees. 
 
Access to your future employees  
During a comprehensive one-week seminar at Campus 
Olten in February, your employees together with the 
delegation and further interested students (national and 
international) can learn and benefit from expert input 
about each region of the projects. 
 
International contact event 
After the two-week seminars abroad you will be invited 
to a final event where the projects share their experi-
ences and lessons learned with you and current students 
of the FHNW.  

 

Branding  
Raise awareness and promote your company amongst 
FHNW students. During all project activities, you bene-
fit from the placement of your company logo. This in-
cludes on-campus activities, project newsletters, web-
sites and social media pages.  
 
 
Networking and knowledge transfer  
The FHNW has a very significant network of contacts to 
the industry and to (non)-governmental organisations. 
Being a sponsor of these projects provides you with a 
platform to become part of this network. 
 
 
Possible collaboration  
It is possible to incorporate your company in terms of 
an expert speaker during the Seminars in Switzerland 
or as a visited organisation during one of the On-Site 
Trips. 

Career Fair  
The Career Fair takes place during our one-week seminar at the Campus Olten in February. Partners of all interna-
tional projects have the possibility to present their company and recruit students from various fields of study. 
 
We would be pleased to welcome you as an active contributor to these unique projects. We appreciate your en-
dorsement and look forward to a mutually beneficial collaboration and gaining knowledge on many levels for all 
parties involved.  
 
Thank you for your interest.  
 
Best regards,  
Your International Student Project Teams 
  

Your Benefits 
Advantages of being a partner 



   

 

   

 

 

 
Joint Platinum 

Partner 
Joint Gold Part-

ner 
Joint Silver 

Partner 

Access to CVs    

Access to the CV pool of All Delegations All Delegations All Delegations 

Job advertisement    

Job advertisement on the websites and social media chan-
nels of all projects 

8 5 3 

Publicity    

Presence on newsletters, presentations and videos Priority Spots Secondary Spots Tertiary Spots 

Webspace    

Your logo will be displayed on all four project websites 

Your company will be described on all four project websites 

 

Detailed 

 

Medium 

 

Medium 

Seminar in Switzerland & Closing Event    

Stand at the career fair at the Seminar in Switzerland    

Speed interview option at the career fair  All Delegations All Delegations All Delegations 

Possibility to distribute promotional material at the Seminar 
in Switzerland    

Exclusively placed logo on goodie bags distributed during the 
Seminar in Switzerland to all delegation members 

Large Medium Small 

Timeslot granted if you wish to present your company at the 
Seminar in Switzerland  ✗ ✗ 

Company logo will be displayed at the Project Events Large Medium Small 

Seats provided for networking purposes at the Project 
Events 

Unlimited 5 3 

Your contribution CHF 20,000.– CHF 15,000.– CHF 10,000.– 

 
We would be glad to present our projects to you in person and to discuss other options tailored to your company 
needs.  

Your Contribution 
Which commitment suits your company best? 



   

 

   

 

 
 
 

“Blaser supports the International Student Projects, because it is an 
investment in our future experts and management. As a globally active 
company, we are aware of the challenges, which are faced every day 
in the interconnected business world. This project opens its partici-
pants eyes to another culture, broadens their horizon and most im-
portantly, makes them aware of dynamic business and growth poten-
tial in markets around the world.”  
 
Marc Blaser, CEO of Blaser Swisslube AG 
 
 

 

“Focus India is a remarkable project. By executing such a project, 
FHNW shows that it has understood the opportunities as well as the 
special challenges of today’s business life. International collaboration 
already is and will be a key for doing effective business. I believe that 
India will play an even more important role in the future.” 
 
Andreas Volz, Senior Manager at Accenture 
 
 

 

“Insight China not only gives us access to young and talented stu-
dents, but also provides us with a valuable economic perspective on 
China’s market. ” 
 
Beat Vögtlin, Abteilungsleiter HR Entwicklung & Konzepte  
Endress+Hauser Flowtec AG 

 
 

 
 
“We have supported connectUS to give FHNW students the oppor-
tunity to put theory into practice in a new way. Furthermore, the ex-
change with business people from other cultures is of major im-
portance and also fascinating. We as a company were able to gain mul-
tiple interesting insights for us and our clients thanks to the students 
working on this project.” 
 
Thomas Neuhaus, CEO of Autexis IT AG 

 

 

 

Statements 
What companies say about us 

http://www.blaser.com/
https://www.accenture.com/ch-en/


   

 

   

 

www.insightchina.ch 
 info@insightchina.ch 

 Facebook: Insight China 
 Instagram: insightchina21 

 LinkedIn: Insight China (FHNW) 

 

Living in digital China – Does digitalisation make life easier? 

Globally, digitalisation has become highly essential in all as-

pects of life. Today, the People’s Republic of China is one of 

the world’s most advanced digital countries and economies. 

Digital tools such as digital payment methods, digital assis-

tance and services are fundamental in everyday life of an av-

erage Chinese citizen. China is a global leader in development 

and implementation of 5G, E-Commerce, Mega-Apps and Dig-

ital Currency. 

Insight China, established in 2001, is one of four International 

Student Projects (ISPs) at the FHNW. The project aims to gen-

erate major insights into the most important contemporary 

issues, involving economic, social and political affairs be-

tween Switzerland and China. These insights are generated 

for the project’s partners, the delegation and staff to create 

an interactive and valuable study programme. During the 21st 

edition of the Insight China project, the focus lays on how 

technology and digitalisation impacts individuals’ daily lives 

and how organisations respond to the opportunities and chal-

lenges of this rapidly changing environment. More precisely, 

the project will focus on evaluating how a highly advanced 

digital nation such as China and a somewhat still developing 

digital society such as Switzerland differ from one another. 

The high level of implementation of Big Data as well as Artifi-

cial Intelligence (AI) makes China a unique and exceptional 

leading power in digitalisation and E-Commerce. Users are 

connected online everywhere, 24 hours, 7 days a week. Many 

tasks and activities can be done through simple clicks on a 

mobile phone, supported through various tools to order prod-

ucts and services (Didi, Alibaba, AliExpress) or methods for 

mobile payments (Alipay). WeChat also offers a wide variety 

of functions such as an online ordering system, payment and 

a chatting function all within the same application, which 

makes WeChat outstanding. These practices and tools enable 

users in China to be more flexible in their everyday life. Yet 

acknowledgement of what it means to be available and con-

nected anytime and anywhere is necessary. In China, public 

facial recognition technology is widely used to enable tracking 

of people. Online tracking (Social Credit System) of individuals 

and organisations and the generates ratings. These measures 

impact Chinese citizens in their everyday lives, showing the 

positive effects of implementing digitalisation also comes 

with costs.  

The project aims to evaluate how these digital tools influence 

the lifestyle of people in both Switzerland and China and how 

big the gap between these two countries is. With this year’s 

topic, Insight China together with experts from Switzerland 

and China will investigate the rapid technological changes tak-

ing place in China and how the Swiss and European compa-

nies might react considering the possible effect on their digi-

tal supply chains and digital market potential.  

You, as a partner of the Insight China project will have the 

chance to benefit from updated know-how as well as contrib-

ute to this unique student project. We would be honoured to 

greet you as a partner and create a mutually beneficial plat-

form. 

Your Insight China Team 2022 

 
 
From left to right 
 

Chiara Furlan 
Relationship Manager – Sponsor and Partner  
+41 76 450 85 89 
chiara.furlan@insightchina.ch  
 
Laila Saidj  
Finance & Coordination Seminar in Switzerland 
+41 76 388 62 06 
laila.saidj@insightchina.ch 
 
Stefanie Tleo 
Seminar Abroad 
+41 76 682 86 68 
stefanie.tleo@insightchina.ch  
 
Apila Arichchandran 
Project Coordination & Communication 
+41 76 375 63 21 
apila.arichchandran@insightchina.ch 
 

 

mailto:chiara.furlan@insightchina.ch
mailto:laila.saidj@insightchina.ch
mailto:stefanie.tleo@insightchina.ch


   

 

   

 

  

 

 
 

building trust – integrating technology & acting sustainably  
 
Focus INDIA 2022 aims to discover how companies in India are building trust by integrating technology and acting 
sustainably. We are exploring the characteristics of Indo-Swiss success in today’s business world.  

  

building TRUST  
Building a trustful relationship with internal and exter-
nal stakeholders is an approach that proved very useful 
for companies, especially with international connec-
tions. 
This foundation of trust is challenged during exceptional 
situations, such as the current pandemic or throughout 
the whole process of digitalization. Accompanying and 
supporting the customer through a demanding time or 
the process of transformation is an important concern 
for many businesses, especially  in the future covid and 
post-covid times. However, building a trustworthy rela-
tionship is a time-consuming process due to, for exam-
ple, careful considerations and in-depth analysis of 
stakeholders. FOCUS INDIA 2022 will take a closer look 
at enterprises’ implementation of this approach. 

 

integrating TECHNOLOGY  
The year 2020 has shown us that technology is a lifeline 
for society. 
The Covid-Pandemic creates a once-in-a-generation op-
portunity to turn this moment of truth for technology 
into a moment of trust. As leading players in digital tech-
nology, India and Switzerland are transforming into dig-
itally empowered societies and knowledge-based econ-
omies.  
This dynamic sphere requires innovative companies 
that successfully adapt and respond to change, allowing 

companies to grow and maintain their presence.  
FOCUS INDIA 2022 emphasizes the importance of infra-
structure, the integration of digital technologies, and 

digital skills by exploring their opportunities and chal-

lenges.  

 
acting SUSTAINABLY  
Our present actions and choices have a huge long-term 
impact on the future. Acting sustainably is a choice 
which protects our ecosystem and preserves natural re-
sources for future generations. Sustainability appears in 
almost every aspect of the economy and society. To at-
tain the goal of sustainable development, a strong econ-
omy and a society based on solidarity are required. 
Thus, companies play a crucial role in this context of bal-
ancing economic, environmental and social needs, 
which allow prosperity in the present as well as in the 
future. Through advancements in areas such as smart 
cities, cleantech, fintech, air quality improvements, and 
energy efficiency, but also for example through intro-
ducing remote work, and sharing each other's strengths 
amongst companies and nations, they can actively con-
tribute to the sustainability of a country and provide a 
better future for its inhabitants’ societal benefits. 
FOCUS INDIA 2022 stresses the importance of this topic 
in an economic context and will take a closer look at the 
progress towards sustainable economic development in 
India. 
The Team of FOCUS INDIA 2022 would be honored to 
collaborate on this diverse and interesting project to-
gether with you as a partner. 
 
Your FOCUS INDIA 2022 Team 
  

 

 From left to right 

 

 Sven Wagner 
 Project Coordination & Communication 
 +41 79 554 95 29 
 sven.wagner@focusindia.ch  

 Samira Nyfeler 
 Seminar Abroad & Delegation Coordination 
 +41 76 681 05 11 
 samira.nyfeler@focusindia.ch 

 Senthuran Somasundaram 
 Partnership & Finance 
 +41 79 532 71 54 
 senthuran.somasundaram@focusindia.ch 

 Nadja Gschwend 
 Seminar in Switzerland & Communication 
 +41 78 819 99 69  

 nadja.gschwend@focusindia.ch  

www.focusindia.ch 
info@focusindia.ch 

Facebook: Focus India22 
Instagram: focusindia22 

LinkedIn: Focus India (FHNW) 
 



   

 

   

 

 

change today for a better tomorrow! 
 
The past year has been an immense amplifying glass for unsolved challenges the world faces, amplified by the pandemic we 

still find ourselves in. Whilst this has undoubtedly been hard for many of us, things shifted; some also for the better. A gener-

ation has found its voice and demands changes from society, government and businesses as the climate shows once again that 

changes need to happen sooner rather than later.  
  

At connectUS2022 we asked ourselves: What do we feel 

has changed in the willingness to battle the unsolved chal-

lenges we face? The answer is that businesses and govern-

ments need to start listening, understanding and acting ac-

cording to the demands of society. This has been demon-

strated by the the purpose driven business movement 

where the “WHY“ takes center-stage.  
  

Linking this upcoming journey to the previous connectUS 

projects, where sustainability in its many aspects has 

played a major role, connectUS 2022 explores what is be-

hind the business’ announcements in regard to the sustain-

ability goals they set themselves. Companies need to tell a 

story and give a bigger meaning to what they are reaching 

for in the future. We must change for a better tomorrow 

with meaning and no empty promises. Acting responsibly 

is key.  
  

 

 

With “Vision Zero”, connectUS 2022 has developed an own 

framework, which is based on the seven lenses of purpose by Henry Playofoot and Ross Hall. Its aim is to be able to dig into 

the visions and better understand how they are going to be achieved. Further, the alignment of sustainability and purpose-

driven business will be explored. “Vision Zero” leads the way to live and do business in a more purpose-oriented manner along 

with the idea of sustainability for oneself and the community. All this follows the aim of creating a better tomorrow. Eight zeros 

have been developed to highlight the negative actions and attitudes we should eliminate to create a better future. 
  

Are you ready to change today for a better tomorrow?   

Take action, become a partner and join the journey to achieve a mutually beneficial outcome.  

Your connectUS Team 2022  

 www.connectus.ch 
info@connectus.ch 

Facebook: connectUS 
Instagram: connectus22 

LinkedIn: connectUS  

Vision Zero 

From left to right 
 

Patrick Zimmermann 
Seminar in Switzerland 
+41 78 944 40 18 
patrick.zimmermann@connectus.ch 
 

Chantal Kreyenbühl 
Project Coordination & Communication 
+41 79 424 98 48 
chantal.kreyenbuehl@connectus.ch 
 

Michelle Oehninger 
Partnership & Finance 
+41 77 483 39 61 
michelle.oehninger@connectus.ch 
 

Deborah Libardi 
Seminar Abroad 
+41 79 283 36 68 
deborah.libardi@connectus.ch 
 
 



   

 

   

 

 

ASEAN+ in the Global Value Chain: Gain and Sustain 
Over the last several years ASEAN (The Association of Southeast Asian Nations) maintained strong and steady economic pro-
gress showing the enormous potential that lies in this region. As a result of closer economic and political collaboration - the 
establishment of trade agreements combined with the promotion of peace and stability - poverty declined significantly and 
GDP rates grew rapidly. 

During the 7th edition of exploreASEAN we will dive into 

the complex world of global value chains and the posi-

tioning of ASEAN+ in those growing dynamics. 

The journey will take us to three distinct countries, each 

of which plays a significant role in the global value chain. 

Singapore, Thailand, and South Korea. While Singapore 

and Thailand are members of ASEAN, South Korea is part 

of the extended form of ASEAN+. It is the first time in the 

history of exploreASEAN that one of the partners of 

ASEAN+ will be involved, considering the growth and in-

fluence of South Korea in the global market that cannot 

be overlooked. 

ASEAN+ are highly intertwined countries that can affect 

the dynamics of the global value chain decisively due to 

their growing power and rapid pace of technological 

change, especially in the sector of production and logis-

tics. 

The primary goal of the economic union is to accelerate 

economic growth, consequently social progress, and cul-

tural development in the region. Hence, throughout this 

year’s project the development of ASEAN+ and its trans-

formation of dynamics inside the economic union will be 

explored. This will strengthen the global positioning to 

gain and sustain competitiveness.  

 

Internationally, sustainability has become a vital topic 

that is being embraced by nearly every company around 

the world. With its rise in importance and potential of im-

provement, especially within ASEAN+, it is essential to 

point out how sustainability can capture and create value 

for companies. Therefore, exploring lasting ways of doing 

business and analyzing the development of enhanced 

sustainability in the value chain of ASEAN+ will be an im-

portant aspect to analyze during our project.  

 

Our project objective is to empower young talents to gain 

a deeper awareness of the interconnectivity of the 

ASEAN+ markets to understand the volatility of the global 

value chains. Since there are considerable differences 

among ASEAN+ countries, including their language, cul-

ture, and religion, we intend to emphasize the differences 

between each country in order to assist with tomorrow’s 

decision making for a sustainable and innovative future. 

 

It would be an honor to welcome you as our valuable 

partner of exploreASEAN 2022. We look forward to estab-

lishing a mutually beneficial collaboration where we ex-

pand and combine our thoughts and ideas. 

 

Your exploreASEAN Team 2022 

  

 
 

www.exploreASEAN.ch 
contact@exploreASEAN.ch 

Facebook: exploreASEAN 
Instagram: exploreasean_fhnw 

LinkedIn: exploreASEAN 

 

From left to right 
 

Patrick Bier 
Seminar in Switzerland 
+41 79 298 05 88 
patrick.bier@exploreasean.ch 
 

Jasmin Freiburghaus 
Project Coordination & Communication 
+41 76 385 99 68 
jasmin.freiburghaus@exploreasean.ch 
 

Anil Singh 
Partnership & Finance 
+41 76 683 21 22 
anil.singh@exploreASEAN.ch 
 

Marsha Schurtenberger 
Seminar Abroad 
+41 76 329 27 44 
marsha.schurtenberger@exploreasean.ch 
 
 

http://www.exploreasean.ch/
mailto:contact@exploreasean.ch
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/exploreasean


   

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Impressions 
Get an insight into the past projects 
 

 

Delegation Members of Insight China 2021 
attending the Seminar in Switzerland 

 

ChemChina welcomes Insight China 2019 during 
the Seminar Abroad in Beijing 

Insight China 2020 career fair and job speed interview 
during the Seminar in Switzerland 



   

 

   

 

Impressions 
Get an insight into last year’s projects 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Meeting with the Indian Ambassador in 
Switzerland, Madam Monika Kapil Mohta, 
to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 

birth of Mahatma Gandhi.   
 

Behind the scenes of the FOCUS INDIA 2021 
Seminar in Switzerland, the team prepares dor 
the virtual company visit to longterm parter Ac-
centure.  
  

Impression of the Delegation attending 
the Virtual Seminar of FOCUS INDIA 

2021.  



   

 

   

 

Impressions 
Get an insight into last year’s projects 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Delegation Members of connectUS 2021 
attending the Virtual Seminar 

 

Google welcomes connectUS 2020 during the  
Seminar in Switzerland 

connectUS 2020 is ready for the upcoming 
Seminar in Switzerland 



   

 

   

 

Impressions 
Get an insight into last year’s projects 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

exploreASEAN 2020 at the Seminar in 
Switzerland with the ambassador of Vietnam Le 

Linh Lan 

ALPIQ welcomes exploreASEAN 2020 during the 
Seminar in Switzerland 
 

Delegation Members of exploreASEAN 2020 
attending the Seminar in Switzerland 



   

 

   

 

 

  
Chiara Furlan  
Relationship Manager – Sponsor and Partner 
 
+41 76 450 85 89 
chiara.furlan@insightchina.ch 
 
 
 
 

 

Senthuran Somasundaram 
Partnership & Finance 
 
+41 79 532 71 54 
senthuran.somasundaram@focusindia.ch 
 

 

 
 
Anil Singh 
Partnership & Finance 
 
+41 76 683 21 22 
anil.singh@exploreasean.ch 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Michelle Oehninger 
Partnership & Finance 
 
+41 77 483 39 61 
michelle.oehninger@connectus.ch 
 

 
 

 

Coordinator International Student Projects  
Prof. Michael Jeive  
michael.jeive@fhnw.ch  
Office: +41 61 279 19 08 

Postal address  
Fachhochschule Nordwestschweiz 
FHNW Hochschule für Wirtschaft 
Peter Merian-Strasse 86 
4002 Basel 

  
 
 

Contact 
Which commitment best suits your company? 
 


